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Episode 1: I Hate Theatre!

DVD Overview
...In which we get a big picture view of the ancient art form of theatre. 24th Street Theatre's artists - Jay,
Debbie and Jack Black - introduce a neighborhood kid, Stephanie, to theatre. Your students will see
Stephanie learn about the parts of a theatre, that theatre is 2500 years old (almost as old as Jay) and that
actors bring characters to life on stage. Basically, she learns that theatre rocks! (Length: 12 mins)

Lesson Overviews
Lesson 1: The Theatre. The Theatre! Grades 4 & 5

Theatres come in all shapes and sizes. Students create a map of the classroom as a theatre, using
pictures of 24th Street Theatre as a guide. Includes Theatre Map worksheet.

Key concepts
• Understanding the physical aspects of theatre spaces
• Planning and creating a theatre in the classroom

Vocabulary
house, lobby, stage, audience, box office, center stage, upstage, downstage, map, props, costumes,
sets

Lesson 2: You've Got Character! Grades 3, 4 & 5
Use theatre techniques to explore characters from classroom literature and history lessons. Includes
Character Brainstorm worksheet.

Key concepts
• Characters answer the question "who" in a story or play.
• Actors bring characters to life using gesture, posture and expression.
• Students use theatre exercises to bring characters from literature and history to life.

Vocabulary
play, character, actor, posture, gesture, expression, character walk, character statue, "who"

Lesson 3: What Are You Thinking? Grade 3
Lesson 4: What's Happening? Grades 4 & 5

Explore characters and their relationships by creating tableaux of scenes from classroom literature or
history lessons. Includes Character Double Bubble worksheet.

Key concepts
• Characters answer the question "who" in a story or play.
• Actors use improvisation to develop what characters might think or feel.

Vocabulary
character, actor, improvisation, tableau(x), audience, gesture, expression

This episode fulfills the following National Theatre Standards (NTS):
NTS 1: Scriptwriting by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and

heritage, imagination, literature and history
NTS 2: Students imagine and clearly describe characters, their relationships and their environments;

students use a variety of locomotive and non-locomotive movement for different characters
NTS 3: Designing by visualizing and arranging environments for classroom dramatization
NTS 4: Directing by planning classroom dramatizations



EPISODE 1: I Hate Theatre!

Lesson 1 (Grades 4 & 5)
The Theatre. The Theatre!

Lesson Description: Theatres come in all shapes and sizes. Some are big and fancy, and others are
small and simple. Lots of theatres started out as something else: 24th Street Theatre was a carnage
house before it decided to explore its artistic side. Your classroom will make an excellent theatre, and it
is easier to schedule than the school auditorium.

Key Concepts
Understanding the physical aspects of theatre spaces
Planning and creating a theatre in the classroom

Warm-up
Survey

Has anyone in class been to a theatre? What did you see?
What was the theatre like? Where did the audience sit? Where did the performers perform?

Review
- DVD Episode 1 :1 Hate Theatre!

Use Pictures: 24th Street Theatre (at the back of this guide) for pictures of the parts of a theatre
o Students use the pictures to make a list of the areas in a theatre noting which are

performance areas and which are public, or audience areas.

Main Event
Designing a Theatre - making a map

Any space can be a theatre, including a classroom
Divide class into teams to create maps of the classroom as a theatre with the Theatre Map worksheet.

Performance areas
o Where should the stage be for the performance? Where are the edges of the stage?
o Can you label the stage areas? Where is center stage? Upstage? Downstage?
o Where is the off-stage area, where the actors can wait when they are not performing?
o Where will the props, sets and costumes be off-stage?

Public areas
o Where will the house be for the audience? Can they see the stage?
o Are there chairs for the audience? How many rows? What is the total number of seats?
o Where could the lobby be?
o Where will the audience get their tickets? Is there a box office?

Optional: The groups combine their theatre maps to create a single classroom theatre map. Save these
to refer to when you host a performance in your classroom.

Reflection
Compare and Contrast

Movie Theatres vs. Live Theatres

Vocabulary: house, lobby, stage, center stage, upstage, downstage, map, audience, box office, props,
costumes, sets
NTS 3: Designing by visualizing and arranging environments for classroom
NTS 4: Directing by planning classroom dramatizations



EPISODE 1: I Hate Theatre!

Lesson 2 (Grades 3, 4 & 5)
You've Got Character!

Lesson Description: You've got character - lots of character! About 20-30 different characters in your
classroom each day, right? This lesson is about using theatre techniques to enable your students to
explore characters from classroom learning and bring them to life.

Key Concepts
Characters answer the question "who" in a story.
Actors bring characters to life using gesture, posture and expression.
Students use theatre exercises to bring characters to life from stories and history.

Warm-up
Discussion
- Characters are the "who" of a story or a play.
- Actors bring characters to life using gesture, posture and expression
- Students can use theatre exercises to bring characters to life too.

o Who are some characters from class literature and/or history?
o What do you know about them? What are descriptive words that inform us about them?

- Students work in pairs using the Character Brainstorm worksheet to think about characters from
class learning

Main Event
Character statues (tableaux)
- Using common characters (e.g. a scary ghost and a frightened person), have students "inflate" into or

take position as a character statue, using their bodies to express information about the character.
- Students relax back to a neutral position.
- Repeat, with students inflating into the other character.
- Divide class in two groups and assign one character to each group. Repeat the exercise, one group at

a time, enabling each group to observe the others in their character statues.
o How can using gesture and expression indicate qualities of their characters?
o What do you know about the character from looking at the statue?

Character walk
- Select one character and have students "character walk" or move around the room as that character.
- As students continue to move around the room, change characters
- Select a few students to do their character walk for the rest of the class

o What can be observed about the character through his/her movement?
o What differences can be seen through the movement of different characters?

- Repeat the exercises using some of the characters identified at the beginning of the lesson

Reflection
Discussion

Debate

o What are some of the elements that made the character statues effective? Did they
include facial expressions? Did they demonstrate character in their posture?

o What are some other ways that the characters might demonstrate who they are?

Character Exercises vs. Descriptive Words: which tell you more about a character?

Vocabulary: character, actor, posture, gesture, expression, play, character walk, character statue, "who"
NTS 1: Scriptwriting by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and
heritage, imagination, literature and history
NTS 2: Students imagine and clearly describe characters, their relationships and their environments;
students use a variety of locomotor and nonlocomotor movement for different characters
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EPISODE 1: I Hate Theatre!

Lesson 2 (Grades 3, 4 & 5)
You've Got Character!
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explore characters from classroom learning and bring them to life.

Key Concepts
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Actors bring characters to life using gesture, posture and expression.
Students use theatre exercises to bring characters to life from stories and history.

Warm-up
Discussion
- Characters are the "who" of a story or a play.
- Actors bring characters to life using gesture, posture and expression
- Students can use theatre exercises to bring characters to life too.

o Who are some characters from class literature and/or history?
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Character walk
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- Select a few students to do their character walk for the rest of the class
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Discussion
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Vocabulary: character, actor, posture, gesture, expression, play, character walk, character statue, "who"
NTS 1: Scriptwriting by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and
heritage, imagination, literature and history
NTS 2: Students imagine and clearly describe characters, their relationships and their environments;
students use a variety of locomotor and nonlocomotor movement for different characters
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EPISODE 1: I Hate Theatre!

Lesson 3 (Grade 3)
What Are You Thinking?

Lesson Description: Improvisation is a great way to explore characters, what happens to them and their
relationships to each other. Using tableaux, students will practice creating still images from a familiar
story: Jack and the Beanstalk. (Or, you are welcome to choose a different story: we'll never know!)

Key Concepts
Characters answer the question "who" in a story.
Actors use improvisation to explore what characters might think or feel.
Students will use tableaux and improvisation to develop what they know about characters from a
familiar story.

Warm-up
Discussion
- The "character statue" exercise (from Lesson 2) demonstrated what can be learned by bringing

characters to life
- Tableaux or "freeze frames" combine characters in a scene to explore what they do or think

o Identify four scenes from Jack and the Beanstalk, which students will make into tableaux.
For example: Jack trades the cow to a man for the magic beans; Jack brings the beans
back to his mother; Jack finds the ogre's house at the top of the beanstalk; Jack cuts down
the beanstalk.

Review
Repeat the character statue exercise from Lesson 2, with 2-3 characters from Jack and the Beanstalk

o Did you remember to include facial expression and gesture in your statues?

Main Event
- Students use the Character Double Bubble worksheet (follows Episode 1, Lesson 4) to explore how

characters from the story relate to each other

Tableaux
- Select students to create a tableau of the scene, when Jack brings the magic beans back to his mother
- Students in the audience discuss what they see

o What is happening in the scene? How do you know?
o What is the relationship of the characters to each other? How can you tell?

Divide the class into groups. Each group will create a tableau of a selected scene.
Rotate through each group to have them demonstrate their tableau for the class.

o What can you see in the scene?
o What can you observe and learn about the characters?
o What can you observe about their relationships?

Reflection
Discussion

o What did you learn about the characters by seeing them in the tableaux?
o What can you observe about the characters' relationships?
o Were the relationships the same in each tableau, or different?

Vocabulary: character, actor, improvisation, tableau(x), audience, gesture, expression
NTS 1: Scriptwriting by planning and recording improvisations based on personal experience and
heritage, imagination, literature and history
NTS 2: Acting by assuming roles and interacting in improvisations
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Episode 1: I Hate Theatre!

What Are You Thinking? and What's Happening?

Character Double Bubble

Compare two characters using the double bubble below. Fill in the bubbles
linked to both characters with things they have in common. Fill in the
bubbles linked to one character with things that make each one unique.
Add more bubbles if you can.
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